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brilliant and learned of all the Ecclesiastical Fathers—
especially in his great treatise De PrinciRiis, there is a
mine of information as to the teachings of the early
Christians, in the second century.
His was the evolutionary view.   Referring to
S. John the Baptist being filled with the Holy Ghost in his
mother's womb (I, vii, 4), he says that some ct may think
that God fills individuals with His Holy Spirit, and
bestows upon them sanctification, not on grounds of justice
and according to their deserts, but undeservedly. And
how shall we escape that declaration, c Is there unright-
eousness with God ? God forbid/ Or this: c Is there respect
of persons with God ?' For such is the defence of those
who maintain that souls come into existence with bodies."
S. John the Baptist was only filled with the Holy Ghost
in his mother's womb because by previous righteous living
he had earned that blessing. Origen adds that God
t( disposes everything according to the deserts and moral
progress of each individual ", and that this is necessary
t{ to demonstrate the impartiality and righteousness
of God, that, conformably with the declaration of the
Apostle Paul, (there is no acceptance of persons with
Him.'"
Origen further declares that the condition of a man
is a judgment of God on the deeds of each individual
and proceeds to illustrate his argument by the famous case
of Jacob and Esau (II, ix, 7). That case has sometimes
been used as an argument by the Calvinist School for the
direct predestination of man by God either to eternal
happiness or eternal misery. But according to the teaching
of Origen, man being born free could not be predetermined
by another will either to happiness or misery, save in the
course of justice, as the man himself had deserved it» It

